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CAMPAIGN FINANCE QUICK INFORMATION SHEET 
 
Important Campaign Finance Guidelines 
(This does not include all guidelines. Please read campaign finance manual) 

o Every treasurer must receive treasurer training within 3 months of appointment 
and once every 4 years thereafter. 

o Treasurer training is conducted by the State Board of Elections in person 
or on-line. 

o A separate bank account is required solely for use by the committee. 
o All media expenses must be made by verifiable form of payment.  
o All expenditures for non-media expenses (except postage) more than $50.00 

must by made by a verifiable form of payment. 
o You must know the name, complete mailing address, phone number, job title or 

profession and employer’s name or specific field of each person who makes a 
contribution of any amount to your campaign.  

o Contributions from a business to a candidate are prohibited. 
o NO anonymous contributions (no pass the hat) 
o NO CASH contributions over $50.00 
o NO joint contributions. (check the name on checks received. Should be from 

only 1 person listed on check) 
o NO contributions listed in the name of another. 
o The maximum contribution an individual or political committee may give is $5,000 

to a candidate per election. 
o ALL PROHIBITED CONTRIBUTIONS (TOTAL AMOUNT) MUST BE TURNED 

OVER TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS FOR DEPOSIT IN THE NC 
CIVIL PENALTY FORFEITURE FUND. 

o Best practice is to make a copy of the method of payment of each contribution. 
o If filing over the threshold, a candidate is required to file an organization report 

within 10 days of filing a notice of candidacy and paying filing fee or the 
organization of a political committee, (accepting first contribution or making first 
expenditure) whichever occurs first. 

o A candidate campaign committee may use contributions only for the following 
purposes:  

o Expenditures resulting from the campaign for public office 
o Expenditures resulting from holding public office 
o Contributions to certain organizations 
o Contributions to a nation, state, district or county committee of a political 

party 
o Contributions to another candidate 
o To return all or a portion of the contribution to the contributor 
o Payment of any penalties against the candidate or candidate’s committee 

for violation of campaign reporting laws 
o Payment to the Escheat Fund 

 


